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1 . THE WHOAJNICEF CONEERENCE ON PRIMARY HEALTH CARE 
CONCLUDED 1800 HOURS SEPTEMBER 12 WITH 

APPROVAL OF CONFERENCE FINAL REPORT AND READING OE 
"DECLARATION OF ALMA ATA". THE CONFERENCE HELD 
RELATIVELY EEW SURPRISES, WITH CAREFUL WHOAJNICEF 
STAFF PREPARATIONS EVIDENT THROUGHOUT AND FINAL 
DOCUMENT CLOSELY EOLLOWING AN ADVANCE STAEF TEXT. 

2. THE UNIVERSAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE GOAL OF MAKING 
SOME TYPE OE PRIMARY HEALTH CARE AVAILABLE TO EVERYONE 
BY THE YEAR 2000, WITH LDC RECOGNITION THAT EACH COUNTRY 
BEARS PRIME RESPONSIBILITY FOR BUILDING A 
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HEALTH DELIVERY SYSTEM SUITED TO ITS ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL CONDITIONS, IS DOUBTLESS A MILESTONE IN INTER- 
NATIONAL HEALTH MATTERS. THE FULL SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE "DECLARATION", HOWEVER, WILL DEPEND ON HOW RAPIDLY 
AND EFFECTIVELY INDIVIDUAL NATIONS AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS ARE ABLE TO TRANSLATE THE GENERALITIES OF 
THE "DECLARATION" INTO ACTION PROGRAMS. 
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3. AS HOST NATION, THE SOVIETS PLAYED A GENERALLY 
USEEUL AND MODERATE ROLE DURING FORMAL CONEERENCE 
DELIBERATIONS. THEIR EEEORT TO EAVORABLY IMPRESS 
CONEERENCE PARTICIPANTS WITH THE SOVIET HEALTH SYSTEM 
WAS EXTRAORDINAAY. THE ENTIRE CITY OE ALMA ATA AND 
SURROUNDINGS WERE ERESHLY SCRUBBED AND STOCKED WITH 
MEAT AND OTHER SCARCE FOOD ITEMS (WE HAD ONE REPORT 
PROM A LOCAL INHABITANT THAT MUTTON SUDDENLY APPEARED 
ON SALE A PEW DAYS BEFORE THE START OP THE CONFERENCE, 
APTER 18 MEATLESS MONTHS IN THE ALMA ATA REGION.) 

THE PIELD TRIPS THE SOVIETS ORGANIZED POR CONEERENCE 
PARTICIPANTS DURING THE SEPTEMBER 9 - 10 WEEKEND TO 
URBAN AND RURAL KAZAKHSTAN AND UZBEKISTAN PEATURED 
SOVIET PHYSICIANS AND OTHER HEALTH PERSONNEL IN 
IMMACULATE UNIPORMS AND SURROUNDINGS RECITING THE 
USUAL STOCK PHRASES IN PRAISE OP THE SOVIET SYSTEM. 
OVERSTAGING, AND LACK OP VISIBLE PATIENTS, DETRACTED 
PROM WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN AN IMPRESSIVE SHOW. 

4. SENATOR KENNEDY'S ADDRESS DELIVERED TO THE PLENARY 
THE EVENING OF SEPTEMBER 6 ATTRACTED WIDE ATTENTION, 
AND BROUGHT WARM RESPONSE FROM THE GALLERIES PACKED 
WITH LOCAL SOVIETS. HUNDREDS OF SOVIETS 

GATHERED IN THE SQUARE PACING THE CONEERENCE 
HALL TO CATCH A GLIMPSE QF THE SENATOR'S DEPARTURE. 

5. THE CONEERENCE, IN CONTRAST TO RECENT WORLD HEALTH 
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ASSEMBLIES, WAS RELATIVELY FREE OP EXTRANEOUS POLITICAL 
DEBATE. SOVIET HEALTH MINISTER PETROVSKY ADROITLY 
HANDLED HIS DUTIES AS PRESIDENT OP THE CONFERENCE AND 
ASSISTED IN THE GENERAL MOVE POR CONSENSUS. THE 
ONLY POLITICAL PLAP WAS CREATED BY THE SWAPO 
DELEGATE IN THE CLOSING HOURS OP THE CONFERENCE, 

WHO REQUESTED THAT "LIBERATION MOVEMENTS" BE INSERTED 
IN A LISTING OP GROUPS SUPPORTING HEALTH CARE IN THE 
SUMMARY OF DISCUSSIONS OF THE CONEERENCE. A SHARP 
EXCHANGE ENSUED WITH ALGERIA, ZAMBIA, APGHANISTAN, 
MOZAMBIQUE, GDR AND THE PLO REGISTERING SUPPORT POR 
THE SWAPO PROPOSAL AND THE FRG, CANADA, AUSTRALIA, 
PRANCE, GUATEMALA, AND COSTA RICA NOTING OPPOSITION. 

THE SUGGESTION WAS REFERRED TO THE SECRETARIAT TO WORK 
OUT APPROPRIATE WORDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE PINAL 
CONEERENCE REPORT. NOTWITHSTANDING THE HEAVY MAIORITY 
OP LDCS PARTICIPATING, TOGETHER WITH SWAPO AND THE 
PLO, THE PINAL CONFERENCE DOCUMENT WAS MODERATE IN 
TONE. THE RACISM-ZIONISM ISSUE WHICH HAD PLAGUED 
PREVIOUS WHO CONFERENCES WAS NOT RAISED. GARRISON 
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